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obscure to him at the time he has since been able to clear up in conversation or correspondence with important people. Of course M. OUivier is human, and that he should absolve himself of any part of the blame is as natural as that he should find his principal scape-goat in the Prussian Chancellor. But his work is stamped with an air of candour and conviction, and his narrative is the fullest, the most scrupulous, and the most authoritative statement which has yet been published on the French aide.
The causes-of the Franco-Prussian War reach back to 1866. France could never forgive or forget the battle of Sadowa 01 the Treaty of Prague She had expected to reap a golden harvest out of the collision between the Prussian and the Austrian monarchies, arguing that the struggle would be long and exhausting, and that the moment would surely come when the Emperor would impose his mediation and claim his reward. But these plausible calculations were shattered by the swiftness of the Prussian triumph The King of Prussia had made himself master of all Germany north of the Main, while the Emperor of France had gained nothing, not a Belgian fortress nor a German hamlet. A surprising and unpleasant series of contrasts became suddenly evident even to the most listless eye; the Head of the French State tranquilly composing a life of Julius Caesar while the Head of the Prussian State was forging the most powerful army in Europe, the prize of Venice shaken out into the weak arms of Italy from the superabundant cornucopia of Prussian victory, the prize of Mexico abandoned with every circumstance of humiliation at the imperious command of an Anglo-Saxon lepubhc, on the French side a chain of diplomatic rebuffs in Denmark, in Poland, in Bohemia, on the Prussian side nothing attempted which the power of the State was not able to carry to a conclusion; on the one hand evidence of intellectual design, on the other of vague, ill-calculated and inconsistent policies. The Opposition led by Thiers rubbed m the sore. They proclaimed that France had been lowered in the scale of nations, that Sadowa was a national defeat, and that if ever the Prussians should attempt to cross the Main it would be the duty of the French Government to